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THE RUSSIAN IMMIGRANT, by Jerome Davis. New York, Macmillan Co., 1922, $1.50 


In this volume Dr, Davis, who is assistant professor of sociology at 
Dartmouth College, has undertaken very successfully to give a picture of the 
typical Russian immigrant in his habitual American surroundings. It is valu- 
able not merely as a special study but as en account of a group of European 
inmigrants largely representative, in the problems to which they give rise, of 
European immigration generally, Tho author is well qualified by residence in 
Russia, knowledge of the Russian language, and very extensive contacts with 
Russian people in this country, to undertake this important task. 


Dr. Davis’ attempt at the outset to deal statistically with the subject 
reveals the total inadequacy of statistical sources with reference to immi- 
grants in America, The census of 1920 records 392,049 foreign-born Russians 

in the United States. Adding to these the Anericaa-bose of Russian parentage, 
the total is 731,949. Hminent authorities, however, differ in their ostimates, 
which run from 300,000 to 600,000. The census report for Russians and native- 
born of Russian parentage indicates an increase of 700 per cent since 1910, 

The census also shows that over hal? of these immigrants settle in New York and 
Pennsylvania. Once established in the United States in family groups they do 
not move often. ‘The Russian-born are found chiefly in lowest types of manual 
employment so far as specialization ts concerned. Coal mining amd tho iron and 
steel industry lead in their attractiveness to the Russian immigrant. 


The author undertakes to explain the attitude of Russians in America 
toward American life and government. He finds this attitude affected by the 
@rduous conditions of labor to which they are subject, by a widespread tendency 
to enact so-called Americanization laws which put the alien resident at a dis- 
Gdvantage, and by the general tendency, since the war, to regard Russians as 
dangerous citizens with Bolshevik proclivities, This last condition has been 
intensified by the raids carried out by Federal agents two years ago in an 
@ffort to break up radical organizations whose membership was largely Russian. 
Dr. Davis’ account of the effact of these raids supports the findings of Mr. 


Panunzio’s study "The Deportation Cases of 1919-20" which was published by the 
Federal Council of Churches. 


Perhaps the most valuable part of the book is that which portrays the 
Russian in his home environment in America, and which reveals the extraordinary 
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ineptitude of which we have been guilty in our efforts to "handle" the for- 
eigner. ‘The Russians live in colonies; the housing conditions in the cities 
tend to be bad, many of the Russians living in the worst tenements. Disease 
exacts a heavy toll because of ignorance of health standards and because of 
the limited resources of the community. The great excess of single over mar- 
ried Russians in this country leads to sexual excesses and perversions. The 
moving picture is a very poor substitute for the folk dances and wholesome 
activities of the Russian homeland. Through sheer negligence on the part of 
the communities to which the immigrants belong, they are exploited by fake 
banking concerns and become prejudiced against American business life in gen- 
eral. The Russians have gained a very unhappy impression of police and court 
methods in this country and the administration of our income tax lew has been 
exceedingly unfortunate. Most of these difficulties a little intelligent sym- 
pathy would remove. 


The prohibition amendment, the author finds, has worked a considerable 
change in Russian community life in this country. The breakdown of the orthodox 
Russian church, which prior to the war was a stubborn propaganda agency for the 
Czar’s government, has left the way open for an intelligent social and educa- 
tional ministry among Russians on the part of American religious forces. ¥F.E.J. 


(The publisher’s announcement of Dr. Davis’ book is attached to this 
number of the Service. The author has agreed to send a copy to ministers who 
are readers of the Service at cost. To order, send name and address, enclosing 
a check for $1.10, to Jerome Davis, Hanover, N.H.) 


PREACHING THE SOCIAL GOSPEL, by Ozora S. Davis. New York, Fleming H. Revell 
Go., 1922. $1.50 


the feeling that one cannot "preach" the “social Gospel” with the same 
évangelistic passion and power with which the "Gospel to the individual” has 
been preached is dispelled by this volume by the President of the Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary. He is confident that spiritual success awaits the preacher 
of the Christian social evangel; and the basic reason is that he sees the so- 
¢ial Gospel not as a different message but as an enlargement of, and the addi- 
tion of vitalizing content to, the Gospel of personal relationship to God and 
personal loyalty to Christ. Since no person exists apart from his relations 
to his fellows in society, there is no such thing as "saving" an individual 
Spart from "saving" him in all his life as a member of the community. A man is 
not "saved" first and then, as a subsequent result, brought into right relations 
with his fellows; salvation in itself involves new relations with his fellows. 
Por the God, whose will one is brought to accept, is a God whose will is that 
@ll men should live as brothers. The Christ with whom one comes into personal 
fellowship is the head of humanity, so that to give oneself to Him is to give 
Oneself to the whole brotherhood of men. 


The author shows by concrete illustration from Scriptural passages, 
Show marvelously the Bible lends itself +9 preaching the social evangel and 
Bives just enough hint of how the various passages may be treated so as to car- 
Bry to the congregation a massage that will bear directly on daily living in the 
mactusl world. The Gospol for family life, for the neighborhood, for education, 
for industry, for the state, for the nation in its relation to other nations, 
is thus treated with suggestive texts. The point of view is always that of 
Ohe who recognizes the peculiar place of preaching in public worships he never 
Orges that the pulpit be made a lecture platform or a forum. But his view is 
Meproas and comprehensive and would, if generally adopted, mean new vitality and 
Meeeali:y in preaching. A single quotation will suffice to enforce this observa- 
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tion. In the discussion of "The Gospel for the National Life" he shows how 
shallow is much of our preaching on “patriotism” and concludes: "It must 
be clearly recognized that patriotism of a certain kind may be nothing more 
than a form of group selfishness of the most unworthy sort." Such notes as 
these ought to be sounded from every Christian pulpit. Dr. Davis’ book 
should help many to sound them. 7 8.M.C. 


HORNY HANDS AND HAMPERED ELBOWS, by Whiting Williams. 
Scribners’ Sons, 1922. $2.50 


New York, Charles 


"A third volume in the series of interpretations of the workers’ 
mind," by one who “put on overalls to find out." In this last study Mr. 

Williams pictures the workers of France and Belgium in the devastated areas, 
the coal miners of St. Etienne, the machinists of Le Creusot and St. Chamont, 


the workers of Alsace and Lorraine, and German labor in the Ruhr Valley and 
the great works at Essen, 


The book is absorbingly interesting and valuable for its main purpose, 

which is to reveal labor to the rest of the world, but it is almost equally 
important as an interpretation of the post-war psychology of the continent of 
Europe. One who reads it will have a better and fairer understanding of pres- 
ent militaristic tendencies in France; he will know better the mind of the 
German people; he will get broad distinctions between French and German labor 
and the respective methods of management. The French he thinks are not mili- 
taristic and that "If the mind of the sabre rattler were gone from Germany, it 
would be easy to discuss the future." He is impressed by the place of the en- 
gineer in French industry, also by the fact that the French are greatly in ad- 
vance of American and German employers in labor management. They are nearer 
their men, are in actual contact with operations every day, are more tactful 
and make larger use of educational methods, In the occupied territory the 
French engineers have won the confidence of German workers to a surprising 
degree. But Mr. Williams criticises both groups of employers for the common 
fault of paternalism. Tne Huropean laborer, whether in England or on the con- 
tinent, is pictured as a hard worker whose lot is a thorny one. The living 

"conditions of French labor are unsanitary and excessive drinking is distress- 


ingly prevalent, but the French worker stands a fairly good chance of owning 
his home. 


The book on the whole is depressing, but it points the way to a new 
type of humane and democratic management. These three volumes are invaluable 
to all who want to understand the attitude and needs of modern labor, which 
Should certuinly include pastors and employers. W.M.T. 


BROVZE, A BOOK OF VERSES, by Georgia Douglas Johns.n. 


Boston, B. J. Brimmer 
Co., 1922. $1.50 


This is the third volume of very attractive and penetrating verses 
from a Negro woman who has sounded many depths of life and reality, and voiced 
them in lyrics that will live. The title of the volume indicates one of the 


Main themes of the stanzas - the joys and sorrows of the people of color in 
America: 


"Like joyful exiles swift returning home - 
The rythmic chanson of their eager feat, 

While voices strange to ecstasy, long dumb, 
Break forth in major rhapsodies, full sweet." 
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In a section entitled "Supplication", one poem contains this stanza: 
"Let me not hate, though girt by vipers, green and hissing 
through the dark; 
I fain must loves. God help me keep the altar-gleams that 
flicker wearily, anon, 
On down the world’s grim night!" 
In another section, "Exaltation", occurs a similar note: 
"Some day 
I shall be glad that it was mine to be 
A dark fore-runner of a race burgeoning; 
I then shall know 
The secret of life’s Calvary, 
And bless the thorn’s 
That wound me!" 


Probably the high-water mark, however, of the volume is reached in 
the section on "Motherhood", when she sings: 
"Her thoughts are leaping down the years, 
O'er branding bars, through seething tears, 
Her heart is sandaling his feet 
Adown the world’s corroding street." 


Mrs. Johuson’s little volume deserves wide reading by those who 
would understand what is in the heart of the Negro woman. G.E.H. 


JESUS’ IDEALS °F LIVING, by G. Walter Fiske. New York, Abingdon Press. 1922. 
$1. 50 net. 


This volume, one of the Abingdon series of religious texts, "aims to 
meet the religious and social needs of young folk in the later teens, whose 
most important business, whether in school or industry, is the forming of 
ideals." The effort is “to gst Jesus’ ideals of living actually into boys’ 
and girls’ characters." "The 'social-project method' is used more frequently 
than the ‘knowledge-transfer method'". The thirty-two chapters provide ma- 
terial for a (school-) year’s study and it is suggested that the course may 
prove acceptable for high school credit. The chapters are grouped under the 
following themos: Jesus and bis quest of ideals, Jesus’ ideals of personal 
growth, ideals of versonal righteousness, ideals of social justice, ideals of 
service and sacrifice, and ideals of friendship. It must be confessed, how- 
ever, that while tho author casts his material often in the form of a problem 
and develops it under the guise of a project, he is not quite willing to trust 
his readers to make their own solutions and applications. He makes the 
decision for them, Tho questions for discussion at the end of the chapters, 
while often interesting, seldom present real alternatives, or else are either 
too obvious or too vague to afford stimulus for a vital discussion. The course 
is distinctly better than much of the material available in this field, but 
there is still room for improvement. B.S.W, 


TOWARD THE UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS, by Vladimir G. Simkhovitch. New York, 
Macmillan Co., 1921. $1.75 


Professcr Simkhovitch leaves aside for the moment all questions of 
textual and higher criticism in order that he may sketch the historical back- 
ground against which we must view the life of Jesus. He contends that too 
often we ignore the social and political conditions of his time and therefore 
fail to appreciate many of thé ssyings as woll as the acts of Jesus, inasmuch 
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as never for a moment could he have been oblivious of these conditions. His 
whole life may, indeed should be, viewed as a series of reactions to the ambi- 
tions, nopes, hatreds and perplexities of his countrymen, which were all engen- 
dered by the conditions of that time. 


The author reminds us that shortly before ths birth of Jesus a deputa- 
tion of Jews had gone to Rome with the petition that Judaea might be annexed to 
Syria. If they might not be wholly free, as a nation, annexation seemed to 
them preferabie to conditions as they existed under Herod, They hoped by this 
means to obtain freedom in religion even if they might not have political inde- 
pendence, aod thus escape the danger of becoming Romanized and Hellenized. The 
various tendencies of the time with reference to these questions may be seen in 
the different parties - Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots, Herodians - all, or near- 
ly all, had in their hearts a hatred of Rome, but their attitudes varied from 
that of more or less dogged submission to that of open and fanatical rebellion, 
And all held to a lingering hope of deliverance through a Messiah. Jesus per- 
ceived that these were all mistaken policies. He set for himself the task of 
bringing about a change of mind, "repentance", (metanoia), ‘The real trouble 
was not with external conditions but with inner attitude and purpose. There 
must be a change of heart, 2 new way of thinking, a humble acceptance of condi- 
tions, a putting aside of pride, and a sincere attempt to work out together 
with God his plan for society. And this task, he soon saw, led only-to his own 
death. 

This, of course, is not new to scholars, but it is very much worth 
while to have it clearly and simply stated in such brief compass that the or- 
dinary reader may turn back to his New Testament and follow again the course 
of the Master. Ho will find a new meaning in many passages and incidents that 
were Obscure before. B.S.W. 


THE MAKING Of CITIZENS, by J. G. deR. Hamilton and Edgar W. Knight. Chicago, 
McClurg, 1922. $1.00 


The outstanding defects in citizens of the United States may be brought 
under four heads; ignorance of facts; indifference and indolence; lack of criti- 
cal capacity; and lack of a social-and civic consciousness, The need is for 
civic capacity and intelligent attitudes, The present book makes the develop- 
ment of citizens a training for the human relationships of life. It is a re- 
emphasis upon education as a spiritual development: citizenship as right living 
and not narrow nationalism. Training in citizenship in the broad sense is a 
national issue, involving the country’s future welfare, According to statis- 
tics, twenty per cent of those of school age in the United States are not in 
scnoot. About fiity per cent do not get veyond the fifth grade in school. One 
in four in the army were illiterate and about as iarge a proportion of those 
examined for the army were physically defective. These facts add to the serie 
Ousness of the call to school and college to measure up to the demand for a 
broad intelligent training that will develop the kind of citizens desired. 


"The Making of Citizens" is a sane, stimulating little book, éspecial- 
ly for the general reader for whom the series in intended . A.J.W.M. 


SIGNIFICANT BOOKS ON RACK RELATIONS IN 1922 


A remarkable interest in the problems of the relation of white and Ne- 

Gro people was manifested through the printed page during last year, Besides a 
large amount of newspaper discussion through editorials, special articles and 

the news columns, there was an unusual number of strong articles in such lead- 
ing magazines as THE OUTLOOK, McCLURE’S, and CURRENT HISTORY MAGAZINE. There 
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appeared also a number of valuable books. It will probably be of interest to 
list, and comment briefly upon, the most outstanding books, some of which 
wore fully reviewed in the Information Service. 


In the field of fiction three books attracted national attention. BLAOK 
AND WHITE, by H. A. Shands, who while lacking in some of the finish of a more 
experienced write:, portrayes in striking pictures the realities of race clash 
aud conflict in the southwest. BIRTHRIGHT, by T. S. Stribling presented probe 
ably the best contemporary portrayal of swall southern town life that has ap- 
peared today, although Mr. Stribling showed a lack of knowledge of the educated 
class of colored people. NIGGER, A NOVEL by Cloment Wood is a strong realistic 
description of Black Belt life and the defeated purpose of aspiring Negroes, 
although he too shows a serious lack of understanding of Negro progress. This 
book will be reviewed in another issue. 


; It is sufficient to characterize BATOUALA, by Rene Maran, a novel of 
native life in French colonial government in Africa, to say that it was awarded 
the Goncourt Prize in Franse. Although written by a colored Frenchman and 
treating of African affairs, it is illustrative of the growing international 
significance of the color question by virtue of the widespread attention it ree 
ceived in America and other countries. 


In the field of poetry, BRONZE, by Georgia Douglas Johnson, is a col- 
lection of poems better than her two previous volumes. Many of them will 
doubtless live. Quite as significant is the anthology of Negro poetry edited 
by James Weldon Johnson in his BOOK OF AMERICAN NEGRO PORTRY. Perhaps as im- 
portant as any book of poems of the past year was a collection of NEGRO FOLK 
RHYMES by T. W. Talley, who has put into print for the first time some of the 
Negro secular folk-rhymes. This collection will be useful both as sociological 
and literary material. 


In the books which treat of the historical and sociological problems of 

Negro life and race relations, two head the list: (1) TH NEGRO IN CHICAGO, 
being the report of the Chicago Commission on Race Relations, appointed by Gov- 
erncr Lowden in 1919. This book describes conditions in a large urban center 
in a most illuminating manner and will doubtless have wide influence in the dee 
velopment of better interracial understanding. (2) EDUCATION IN AFRICA, is the 
report of the African Education Commission under the auspices of the Phelps- 
tokes Fund and Foreign Mission Societies, prepared by Dr. Thomas Jesso Jones, 
Chairman of the Commission. This rsport constitutes a most significant collece 
tion of facts on the value of educatioua. work being done not only by mission- 
@ry organ zations but also by colonial governments in West, South, and equato- 
rial Africa. A full review of this report will be given in a later number, 


THE HISTORY CF THE NEGRO CHURSH, by Carter G. Woodson, brings together 
for the first time a body of carefully sifted facts in this field, although one 
may differ about some points of judgment and opinion in hig evaluations, partice 
ularly as relating to the white churches. THE NEGRO PRESS, by Frederick G. 
Detweiler, supplies a want long felt in estimating the quality and influence of 
the "fourth estate” of the Negro world. The Negro Year Book for 1921-1922 is 
even more useful and valuable than preceeding issues. G. E. H. 
(The widespread attention being given this year by the churches to the study of 
Negro life is of she highest significance. The scope of this study is indicated 
by the use of two books, THE TREND OF THE RACES, by Dr. George B, Haynes, Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council’s Commission on the Church and Race Relations, and 
IN THE VANGUARD OF A RACE, by Mrs. L, H. Hammond, More than 65,000 of the first 
And more than 30,000 of the second have been printed and distributed. - Ed.) 


| 
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THE CHURCH AND THE EVER-COMING KINGDOM OF GOD, by Blijah BE. Kresge. New York, 
Macmillan Company, 1922. $2.25 


Much of scholarship, social insight and the ability to write have gone 
into the preparation of this very worth while volume, It is doubtful if any 
other writer has so fully, in an equal number of pages, set forth the argument 
for the “social gospel" including its Biblical, theological, ethical and prac- 
tical aspects, The book is characterized by comprehensiveness of scope, bal- 
ance of treatment and sanity of judgment, 


Dr, Kresge holds no brief for any particular social theory. His the- 
sis is that the social conception of the kingdom of God is fundamental in the 
thinking of Jesus and the prophets; that the Church has departed from this 
conception and that thereto can be traced much of its weaknesses and failures; 
and that the redemption of the Church .s well as Society depends upon a return 
to this social conception, As for particular social devices or a systematic 
social philosophy the author finds that Jesus “lacked the philosophic interest 
to define his terms or to systematize his thought, ... He referred to the 
kingdom as the occasions arose to demand it." The charge often made, that 
social expositions of Christianity ignore the worth of the individual, finds 
no support in this book, The author says unequivocally, "A social philosophy 
that ignores the interests of the soul as completely as the old type religion 
ignored the interests of the body is rapidly gaining prestige. ... Sucha 
philosophy fails to answer the needs of life as completely as does the type 
of religion that ignores man’s physical and social needs." He refers here 
especially to the ministry of worship, and one could wish that he had developed 
further the social content and significance of worship and of all the other 


exercises of personal religion. 


The author finds a great obstacle to the spiritualization of the Church 
in the presence within it of people “who profess faith in the moral validity of 
kingdom ideals, but deny their practicability in actual life." This he consid- 
ers the worst kind of atheism, although it is commonly found among Christian 
mon of affairs. On the other hand, he says, that faith in the practicability 
of the ethics of Jesus is being blocked by pre-millennarianism. 


Our excessive tendency to theologize and to emphasize the abstract as 
over against the concrete ethical elements in Christian teaching, the author 
points out is due to a preference for Paul as against Jesus, The Church has 
been slowly pushed back to Jesus’ teaching by three historical movements; the 
Protestant Reformation, the rise of the historic-critical spirit in theology 
and the revival of a passion for the Kingdom of God upon earth, The author 
believes that much of the effectiveness of the Church's foreign missionary 
efforts as contrasted with the more meagre results of its ministry to home 
populations is due to the emphasis in mission fields upon the social ministry 
of Christianity, He adds, "The impact of our Western civilization on the 
Orient will be the ultimate factor in determining the fate of Christianity in 
the non-Christian world." He quotes the Vice-Mayor of Tokyo as saying that the 
most serious obstacle tq Christianity in Japan is that the people there are 
beginning to know America, 


The author’s faith in the triumph of the social ideal is complete, 
The redemptive purpose of Christianity — "the creation of a regenerated en- 
Vironment"— will yet win its way in the world. "The church of today is being 
GQught in a current that is as irresistible as that which resulted in the | 
Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth century." 


